Parasites in Gerbils
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Does your gerbil have a swollen abdomen? Does he suffer from frequent diarrhea?
Has he recently lost weight? Your gerbil may be suffering from intestinal parasites or
worms.
Internal Parasites

Several types of tapeworms and pinworms can infest gerbils.
Tapeworms - If you see small square or cucumber seed-like white segments in
your gerbil's feces or around his anus, he likely has tapeworms. Sometimes, you
may see these segments moving.
Pinworms - If your gerbil has irritation in the anal area, he may have pinworms.
You may also see an adult worm in your gerbil's feces.
If you suspect your gerbil has intestinal parasites, contact your veterinarian to set up
an exam. He or she will examine your gerbil's feces under a microscope - looking
specifically for worm eggs, which indicate a parasitic presence in your pet. Be aware,
however, that other conditions can cause a swollen belly, diarrhea, and/or weight loss.
External parasites

Gerbils may also have external parasites such as fleas and mites, and to a lesser extent,
ticks. You will be able to see fleas and ticks, but mites are difficult to see with the
naked eye and microscopic examination may be necessary. If your gerbil shows signs
of dry skin, dandruff, hair loss, or relentless scratching, consult your veterinarian. Use
only those pesticides recommended by your veterinarian, and remember, you may also
need to treat your gerbil's cage and possibly your house.
Parasites in Gerbils - Page 1 of 1
Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly
prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without
notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or
images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species.

