Chinchillas: Is One Right For You?
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff

Although people think of Chinchillas as cute, incredibly soft, and cuddly, and so of
course they would make good pets, that is not always the case. Here are some
quick facts to help you decide if this is really the pet of choice for you.
Chinchillas are rodents, native to the Andes Mountains in South
America. They have strong hind legs and move about by using a
hopping gait and are surprisingly good jumpers, hence the need for a
cover on a chinchilla cage. Chinchillas are as soft as they are
because of the incredible density of their fur, with as many as 60
hairs growing from only one hair follicle. Because of the hair density,
they are highly susceptible to overheating and become
uncomfortable in temperatures above 75ºF, suffering potential heat
stroke at temperatures above 80º. They also do not tolerate humidity.
The best environment is temperatures between 50-65º with a relative
humidity of less than 50%.
Chinchillas will live for 15-22 years, so acquiring one is a long-term
commitment. They are nocturnal, with the majority of activity and
feeding taking place at night, and sleeping during the daylight hours.
Because they are an active and
acrobatic creature and curious by nature,
they require a large enclosure - ideally 6-7 feet by 6-7 feet by 3-4 feet.
Chinchillas have the somewhat unique grooming habit of dust bathing.
Commercially formulated chinchilla dust baths should be purchased for this
purpose. Given the opportunity, they will "bathe" in their dust once a day, but
should be given this opportunity at least several times a week.
Chinchillas can be kept singly or in pairs (although this will add space
requirements). The best age to purchase your chinchilla is between 3-4 months
of age. Frequent, gentle handling will speed the taming and bonding process.
Although they do not like to be held, chinchillas, once tame, are fond of climbing
on their owners. Please consider these points when deciding whether a chinchilla is a good pet choice for you.

Chinchillas: Is One Right For You? - Page 1 of 1
Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly
prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without
notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or
images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species.

