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Contrary to popular belief, bats are actually friendly, useful
creatures. You can enlist bats during the warmer months
to help you control mosquitoes and other pesky insects in
your backyard so you can enjoy spending time outdoors.

Bats make up almost a quarter of all mammals, and they are the only mammals
able to fly. They can be found all throughout the world, and although they may
not be the cutest creatures in the animal kingdom, bats are extremely helpful to
humans in many ways.
Many movies, television shows, and books have given bats a bad name. When
many people hear the word "bat," they think of blood-thirsty creatures who spread
diseases like rabies.
The truth is that there are only three species of bats that feed on blood, and they all
live in Central and South America. According to Bat Conservation International,
fewer than 10 people in the past 50 years have contracted rabies from a North
American bat. People also fear that they will be attacked if they are outdoors at
night when bats are present. This is a misunderstanding of bat behavior. Bats
swoop down to catch flying insects, not to scare you.
70% of the more than 1,000 bat species are
insectivores, meaning they feed solely on insects. Some
insectivorous bats can catch up to 600+ mosquitoes an
hour! In Austin, Texas there is a bat colony, estimated
to have up to 1.5 million bats during peak season, that
has been estimated to eat almost 10,000-30,000 pounds
of insects. Take a cue from the folks in Europe who
have been using bat houses to eliminate mosquitoes
since the early 1900s. Most bat houses, when placed
properly, will be occupied within one year of
placement. Think of how many more BBQs and

DID YOU KNOW...

Bat droppings, called
guano, are also
beneficial. Guano is
nitrogen-rich and is
considered an excellent
fertilizer. Some
scientists have even
found particular
enzymes from bacteria
in guano that can be
used as cleaning agents

Bats, the Benefit of - Page 1 of 2
Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly
prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without
notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or
images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species.

used as cleaning agents
in laundry soaps and
Don't let bat myths play on your fears. Bats are friendly, other cleaners.
helpful creatures. When you place a bat house in your
backyard, you offer bats a safe place to live. They'll help eat pesky mosquitoes,
and you'll be able to spend time enjoying the outdoors during the warmer months.
bonfires you'll be able to enjoy.

The summer goes by too fast as it is… don't spend it indoors.

Understanding Bats

Sunshine's Bat
House

"Bat"chelor Pad Condo
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