Cleaning Your Dog's Ears
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff

Because of the shape of our pets'
ear canals, they are particularly
prone to ear problems. Bacteria,
viruses, yeast and many parasites
thrive in a warm, moist (and dirty)
environment. Cleansing your pet's
ears should be a weekly ritual from
a very young age. Cleaning ears
and allowing adequate air
circulation is especially important
for dogs with long or floppy ears.
Here are some tips to help you with this easy procedure:
Gently pull the pinna (earflap) upward to straighten the ear canal. Squirt an ear cleaning solution into your pet's ear
and massage the base of the ear between your thumb and forefinger for 20 to 25 seconds. This ensures that the
cleansing solution gets a bit deeper into the ear. We recommend a solution like Ear Clens® for this step.
Let your pet shake out the extra solution, then get him relaxed again for the next step.
Use a soft cloth or a product like Ear Clens® Pads to remove excess wax and debris that the solution and shaking
have brought up. Do not insert anything down the ear canal.
After cleaning, fold earflaps back for about five minutes to dry ear canals, and then finish with a small amount of an
ear drying powder.

You'll be surprised at the amount of debris that you can remove. Regular cleansing of your pet's ears can prevent many
potential ear problems before they start and will save you time and money in the long run. Your pet depends on hearing as one
of the strongest of his senses and it just makes sense to take good care of them.

Cleaning Your Dog's Ears - Page 1 of 1
Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly
prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without
notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or
images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species.

