Tetras
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff
Tetras are members of the Characidae family that can be recognized by the
adipose fin, a small rounded fin between the dorsal fin and tail. These fish have
several bones that join the inner ear and swim bladder, which enhances the hearing
of these colorful fish.
Tetras are found primarily in the streams and rivers of South America and Africa.
Most tetras are active schooling fish that work well in the peaceful community
aquarium. It is ideal to keep six or more fish of the same species in the aquarium.
Many different schools of tetras can be maintained in the aquarium providing a
unique display of color.
Tetras do best in a well-planted aquarium with moderate lighting. Species such as
the Neon Tetra and Cardinal Tetra are among the most popular of all freshwater
fish, adding a touch of brilliance and social interaction to the community aquarium.

Interesting Facts:
Family:

Characidae.

Origin:

South America and Africa.

Size:

Up to 3"

Diet:

Omnivorous.

Tank Setup:

Freshwater. Planted, but with plenty of swimming area.
Driftwood for security & to condition the water is also
recommended.

Tank Conditions: 64-82°F; pH 5.0-8.5; dKH 1-20
Min. Tank
Capacity:

10 - 30 gallons.

Temperament:

Peaceful.

Swimming Level: Middle to Top.
Care Level:

Easy to Moderate.

Reproduction:

Egg layers.
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