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Look at a bird feather close up sometime. It is really an amazing part of a
bird's anatomy, made to serve many functions. The image shown at right in
Figure 1 is that of a contour feather, the largest of the feathers you'll find on a
bird. It is labeled with its basic parts to help you understand how complex it
really is. 

Calamus:
Commonly called the quill, it is the smooth, non-colored part of the feather
shaft, which extends under the skin.

Rachis:
The portion of the central shaft that rises above the skin. It is the base from
which the barbs extend.

Vane:
The part of the feather that has barbs.

Barbs:
Set of fibers, which come off the rachis at a 45-degree angle (see Figure 2).

Barbules:
Very small fibers found on the barb. Barbules from one barb cross those of the
next at a 90-degree angle (see Figure 2). 

Hooklets:
Barbules have these, to hook the barbules together, like a zipper, forming a
tight, smooth surface.

Afterfeather:
Some feathers have a small growth at the base of the vane, which have barbs
but no hooks.

About the Contour Feather - Page 1 of 1 

Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly

prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without

notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or

images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species. 


